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On the Origin Place of Chinese Tao Inkstone

FAN Wei—ping

(He-Tao—Min Culture Study Institute, Gansu Normal University for Nationalities, Hezuo Gansu 747000 )

Abstract:From the end of the Sui(7A.D.), Tang and Song Dynasties to the beginning of the Yuan Dynasty(14A.D.), “Taozhou” and “Lin—
tao” are aliases and coexist. In the poems and historical materials about Taoyan of the Song Dynasty people, it is clearly recorded that it was
produced in Taozhou or Lintao. Taoyan is the abbreviation of “the green stone inkstone of Taohe River in Taozhou (Lintao)”. Judging from
the historical materials such as A History of the Ming Dynasty, Documents of History of Qing Dynasty and Minzhou Chronicles, the
statement that origin place of Taoyan in the Ming and Qing Dynasties belonged to the jurisdiction of Minzhou was undocumented and could
not be established. Since the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the local history of Taozhou and the property surveys, investigations, and slogans of
the Republic of China have been recorded that the only origin place of Taoyan is in the area of Lama Cliff of Taoyan Town in Zhuoni County
of Gansu Province. Regarding the historical materials of Minzhou, there is no record of Taoyan. Therefore, it can be clarified that ancient
Taozhou and Zhuoni County are the only “hometown of Chinese Taoyan”.

Key words:Taoyan, Taozhou; Zhuoni County; the hometown of Chinese Taoyan
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